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Meeting opened at 6:04 p.m.  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT - John Bobrowiecki, Peter Bourque, Beatrice Dostie, Gina Czerwinski, 

Suzanne Olmsted and Fr. John Skehan.  ABSENT - Patrick Carter and Diane Steward,    

 

OPENING PRAYER - Today being St. Damien of Molokai’s Feast Day, Father read a reading 

from today’s Mass. 

 

PREVIOUS MINUTES - Pastoral Council Minutes of March 8, 2021 were accepted as 

corrected. 

 

COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 

Social Justice – Frank O’Hara reported on the “Journey Begins.”  The daily Lenten emails of 

prayers compiled from the aforementioned book, was well received. 

   

Peter Bourque reported on “Hope Beyond Bars:  Reforming the Maine Justice System” which is 

scheduled for May 17th at 7:00 pm, via zoom.  This will be facilitated by Frank O’Hara, Chair of 

St .Michael Parish Social Justice Commission.  The Speakers will be Charlotte Warren, House 

Chair of Corrections and Mary Bourque who had a program, before the pandemic, “going into 

prison”. 

 

At this meeting, they also had a discussion about what might be done for Earth Day and also 

addressed the issues raised by Pope Francis in his second Encyclical Laudato Si, care for our 

common home”. 

 

Also, talked about Arbor Day and what we can do for a program and that was carried forth by 

Frank Cuff, who is a Forester with Weyerhaeuser Corp. and a member of our committee, so we 

moved that along. 

 

Then, Peter and Brendan McCarthy, who is a new member on our committee, and Frank Cuff, 

who are both in the Science field, talked about possibly doing something on Catholic Faith  and 

Science at our next Coffee and Conversation meeting. 

 

Chrysalis Place - Gay reported that she, Frank Cuff and Brendan McCarthy were all helping out 

from unpacking produce/materials from the Good Shepherd Food Bank to picking up groceries 

from the stores and whatever else is needed.  They feel they are in pretty good shape right now. 

 

Sacred Ground – Peter and Barbara reported on some racism issues they learned about in the 

Sacred Ground series.  Peter spoke about the issues/challenges faced by Native American groups 

in American history.  Barbara spoke about the Asian issues, which were pretty historical, but 

now of course, are very serious, today, unfortunately.  We will all think about how this kind of 

educational experience can be shared with fellow parishioners, who may not want to make a 

multi-week commitment.  Gina spoke about the possibility of incorporating something on racism 

issue in the weekly prayers of the Faithful. 
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Earth Day – Frank Cuff reported on the zoom session they had on April 22nd, which was very 

well done and had a lot of interest.  Bill Wood from Catholic Charities was very interested in 

Frank’s activities and will be doing something for Facebook sharing. 

 

Shirley’s Barn – Peter reported Shirley’s Barn which will be on May 22nd between 9 and 11 at 

Saint Augustine’s Parking Lot. It was decided that the focus would be on small kitchen 

appliances, again this year, same as last year.  Shirley is also in need of bureaus, which can be 

dropped off directly to her.   The address will be in the bulletin for those who intend to do this. 

Peter Bourque, Frank Cuff, Fern Larochelle and Karen Jones will organize the trucks.  Gina will 

prepare a bulletin insert; bulletin item, lector announcement and Fr. John on Monday Morning 

announcement, with Peter’s help.  

 

KVO (Kennebec Valley Organization) – Frank O’Hara reported that they are still actively 

recruiting staff.  He has developed a bulletin announcement for adapting an Ignatian volunteer to 

help at KVO.   

 

Frank commented that Bill Wood was our unofficial publicist in that he actually had an article 

published in the current issue of the Harvest Magazine.   The article featured Frank and Peter, 

with masks on, at “Bridging The Gap”.  We received a little more recognition there, as well as in 

the newsletter when we got the Grant money.  We will be talking about the use of the Grant 

money, at our meeting tomorrow night, as well as the planning on other issues. 

 

Peter asked Gina if he had left anything out.  She reported that they had 17 participants on the 

Earth Day prayer service.  Then, on that Saturday, 7 participants showed up for Earth Day 

cleanup at St. Francis.  They somewhat enlarged the footprint of the garden there a little bit, 

closer to what Fr. Sami had.  Hoping to speak with Frank Cuff, at tomorrow night’s meeting, as 

to what he was thinking we could do with the garden this year.  Thought perhaps we could have 

a parish garden for the parishioners, help the food pantry or hot meals, etc. 

 

Peter asked about Arbor Day.  Arbor Day Week in Maine is the 3rd full week in May. Maine is 

special, we get a whole week, not just a day.  We are looking to plant a tree or trees on our parish 

grounds, somewhere.  We need to talk about that tomorrow night, as to when and where it can be 

done and possibly get more ideas. 

 

Peter indicated that this was something that should probably be associated with Parish Life, 

doing with family helping with the trails at the Viles Arboretum, possibly in connection to 

celebrating the Feast of St. Francis on October 4th.   Gina and Frank talked about it and he’s 

looking at either or at least doing a sort of walking pilgrimage, of sorts along the rail trails.  

Maybe having someone stationed at intervals doing social teachings, ecology and what not about 

nature for families and then, or using the Viles Arboretum in doing something out there on the 

grounds.  Gina is encourages that whatever will be done, will be a family, friendly event and 

encourage everyone to come to it. 

 

Father suggested if we were going to do that, do we want to work with Worship and Spirituality 

and tie in the Blessing of the Animals at the same place.  The thought is, do we tie other 
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commissions and work together.  That’s a great idea.  It would be a little more tedious to drive 

the extra distance with their animals, but something to think about.  It’s not until October.  Sue 

mentioned that they are in the midst of building a new educational building and so that makes the 

site where they planted an apple tree in their daughter’s memory a little bit further.  It may 

change the way in which you get to some places.   

 

Peter mentioned that Parish Life could be included as well.  Maybe cleanup at all the worship 

sites and this would be a good Parish Life family activity to do. 

 

Parish Life -   have not had any meetings.  Have not discussed anything.  Need to resurrect 

ourselves, again, as we are finally coming out of this pandemic.  Need to plan for the Fall.  This 

would be a good time to really start thinking about what possibilities can be.  Gina will reach out 

to Jason and see.   

 

Bea asked if a parish baseball team came under Parish Life.  Would we be interested in having 

our own?  After much discussion and reminiscing about our own childhood/youth baseball we 

decided that if we had enough youth participating in the Youth Ministry we could possibly.  This 

could be part of Youth Ministry.  

 

Worship and Spirituality - Sue reported that they have been meeting regularly every month.  

Looking at the possibility of getting a new CP (Catholic Publications) Grant to be used for the 

Music Ministry.  They do parish grants.  Just beginning to talk about this, as a possibility. 

 

They have seen the information about the training for the Eucharistic Ministers to be held June 

2nd at 6:30 pm at St. Mary’s and the Liturgical Ministers’ Prayer Night to be held May 25th at 

6:30 pm at St. Mary’s. 

 

Consecration to St. Joseph just ended our 32 days series of consecration, on May 1st .  In our 

parish about 36 books were purchased.  Some had purchased on their own some had already 

done the consecration.  In all we had about 32 who participated. We had about 15 who 

participated in person at the prayer service held at St. Mary’s, May 1st plus those on zoom.   All 

who participated enjoyed the series.  It was nice to see the parish come together.  It was short and 

sweet and everyone enjoyed it.  It was good to see the parish praying together as a group. 

 

For the service at St. Mary’s, Father borrowed the statue of St. Joseph from the Pastoral Center.  

He was very careful in bringing is down, left a note that he had the statue  

so as not to alarm anyone.  He also borrowed flowers and had a very nice set up for the prayer 

service. 

 

Fr. John told us that they are also hoping to start bringing back the Altar servers.  We will be 

doing some training, retraining and recruiting. They can pretty much do what they have been 

doing, but still practicing distancing, sanitizing hands, etc. 

 

People are excited, as at the end of the month we will be going to 75% capacity indoors.  It won’t 

help us unless they change the distancing, as our numbers remain the same.  
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John brought up that St. Joseph are having a full house on Sundays, Covid compliant, of course.  

He asked Father if it was the same for other worship sites.  Father said that St. Joseph is 

sometimes over the compliant part. 

 

We are getting over 100 at St. Mary’s; St. Denis had 30 this past weekend and 54 last weekend.  

Things are influx. At St. Mary had 80 at 7:00 Mass and 93 at the 9:00.  St. Augustine has 150 

capacity.  Getting 80 to 90. It’s a big church and 80 to 90 gets lost. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Catholic Leadership Institute (CLI) Bishop Deeley’s response - Finally, heard back from the 

Bishop with some feedback.  He wanted to make sure we thanked the committee for their work.  

Basically he approved all that we were doing.  Also, said that we were probably too exuberant in 

our deadline, our time frame.  Kind of back it up a little bit.  We basically have three (3) years to 

try to do what we put forth.  At the end of the three (3) years, he wants us to write up an 

evaluation of where we are.  The interesting part is, at the end of the three (3) years Bishop 

Deeley won’t be here.  He will be here, but not our Bishop.  God only knows where we will go 

with the new Bishop.  Bishop Deeley turns 75 next month and he is required to submit his 

resignation.  Who knows if it will be accepted or not.  

 

Father asked Gina to send a copy of the Bishop’s letter and the one (1) page report to the Pastoral 

Council, Noreen and Mr. Cullen. 

. 

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry updates – Faith Formation/Youth Ministry – John asked 

about Faith Formation/Youth Ministry being a challenge.  Youth Ministry has been more of a 

Challenge.  Faith Formation has probably gone exceedingly well despite of Covid.  We have 

been meeting in person.  We’ve had no issues.  About 75% of our families are meeting in person.  

Then a number of them who are completely doing their curriculum at home.  They may join us 

for some virtual sessions we’ve had.   Winthrop has been pretty much all in person.  There’s 

about 25 children in that program.  There’s a handful that are completely at home being Family 

Faith Formation home schooled at home in the Winthrop Community.  In our Family Formation 

there are 38 children that are in that program and some are completely virtual. 

 

This weekend coming up is the final weekend of Faith Formation.  Typically we would have our 

end of the year celebration which obviously we are not reaching out to the Knights to make 

pizzas.  That’s more difficult.  At both locations we will have some time for the kids to meet up 

with their catechist to do wrap up, say their goodbyes, then pickup their artwork to take home.  

Then they will do an evaluation survey with parents and see what they would like to do for next 

year.  Then we are all going together to do a faith crowning together.  At St. Francis we will use 

the statute of Mary they have been using for Faith Formation wing.  We will get it out in the hall 

for that.  At Sacred Heart we will start with a prayer service at the hall and then process outside 

to the statue of Mary they have outside the church.  They will crown Mary then.  Gina is 

ordering cupcakes and will make a Rosary on the table with them.  When they come back from 

the hall she will give them a cupcake to eat there or take home with them.  Then they will be sent 

home for the Summer and encouraged to join VBS (Vacation Bible School). 
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Gina has and hasn’t given a lot of thought about Fall registration.  Holding off until more details 

are available.  Hoping to wrap up by August.  Hopefully by then we will know more what things 

will look like and hopefully by then we will have some directive from the Diocese. 

 

They will be doing a Catechist Thank You in June for all faith catechists, VBS volunteers  and 

everything else.  Things ended abruptly last March and nothing was done.  We will also be 

inviting the former catechist as well.   

 

We did two (2) successful, technically 4 successful Easter Egg Hunts with our Faith Formation 

kids on the second Sunday of Easter.  Winthrop had two (2) groups.  We split the kids into older 

kids and younger kids and the same with home family.  It was great.  Gina took lots of pictures 

and at some point will put them into a still video with music to show what they did and what they 

were able to accomplish during Covid.   

 

They had a service project over the last two (2) weeks of Lent.  The kids made little flower pots 

with fake flowers for the residents of Glenridge.  Some in rehab.  Angela delivered them on 

Easter Monday.  It was very much appreciated by the residents.  Both Faith Formation 

 and Youth Ministry children participated on this project. 

 

They have three (3) Sacrament Celebrations coming up. First one will be on May 23rd, Pentecost 

Sunday; Second on June 6th and Third on June 13th.  All are at 1:00 at St. Mary’s in the afternoon 

on a Sunday. 

 

They just finished both of their Eucharistic Retreat on Zoom.  The kids are antsy and excited.  

Looking forward to what’s to come.  Although we had more children preparing, some of the 

families have decided some of the children are not going to receive the Sacraments this year.  

They will re-enroll them for the next year, because some of the families were trying to do it all 

on their own felt more could’ve been done. 

 

We were down to 36 kids receiving this year.  We should have 7 or more for next year, hopefully 

if they come back. 

 

Youth Ministry will have their next session, technically their last session this coming Sunday.  

They are doing sort of a regatta si of Earth Day, Honoring a Mary walk.  They will be walking 

from Sacred Heart to St. Mary.  They will pray all of the Mysteries of the Rosary on their walk.  

There will be some people on the lookout to pick up trash on their route.  They will go down on 

the rail trail and come up and back over.  Not the most direct route, but that’s the plan.  They 

plan to highjack Father’s fire pit and have “smores” to end the day.  Father said he would have 

the fire pit ready and chairs set up.  Hopefully it does not rain. 

 

We are doing an outreach to high school students from St. Michael Parish who are graduating 

this year.  So far about 10 have responded.  We would like to invite them and their families to a 

Baccalaureate Mass where the graduates will receive a special blessing and small gift from the 

parish.  Hoping parents, grandparents or relatives will see this in the bulletin and will let the 

students know. 
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Youth Ministry was supposed to go river tubing in July.  Not sure if that will happen.  Have not 

talked with the kids since the beginning of the year.  The idea was to encourage them to bring a 

friend to youth ministry and every time they did they would get their name added in a basket to 

win a ticket for the trip.  We really only had one person bring a friend once.  It really didn’t work 

out quite as well.  Not going to happen this year.  The Diocese still frowns on transporting kids.  

Car travel not allowed. 

 

COVID-19 response updates – Father reported that EANS (Emergency Assistance to Non-

Public Schools) money for schools.  St. Michael School received a bunch of money in the first 

PPP (Paycheck Protection Program) but because we didn’t lose 25% of our income, we didn’t 

qualify for the second PPP.  Anybody who qualified for the second one is not eligible for the 

EANS money this time around, but then, supposedly there is more money coming for anybody.  

It’s complicated.  The idea behind the EANS money is that it’s supposed to be used to help 

getting this through this pandemic.  Like technology, etc.  In theory it’s the Department of 

Education (DOE) who will be doling this money out for laptops, chrome books, power points 

projectors and all that sort of stuff.  Like when you get it you’re supposed to put a label on it 

which says this “belongs to the DOE”.  In 2 years they ask for it back.  In reality, they are not 

going to want 2 year old technology back. 

 

Fr. reported that the letter that was sent in the Fall generated over $100,000, from the 

parishioners.  This was in response to the Recovery Campaign.  People are very, very generous. 

 

People are very appreciative that they can come back to Mass. They love the livestream. 

 

Peter asked if calls are still going on for the 70 and older.  Sr. Carol is still trying to fit in as 

many calls as she can.  She is very busy with RCIA.  Peter offered to make calls.  Fr. will send 

him a list. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Fr. Steve is not going to India.  He and Fr. Dominic from Portland and two other priests from up 

North and from the same order will be taking a domestic vacation.  The two priests from up 

north will be staying at the rectory. 

 

The parking lot at Saint Augustine is being dug up and striped.  This is from a very generous 

donor.  He donates regularly to the restoration of campaign and each time we need extra, Father 

calls him and lets him know why and what for and always says to go ahead. 

There is a gentleman near/around St. Mary harassing parishioners.  Asking for something.  

Father has asked him to leave and if he doesn’t Father told him he would contact the Police.  

Father will talk with Jared Mills who is on our security committee.  We need to keep our people 

safe.  We need to come up with something. 

 

There is a staff vacancy coming up.  Peggy will be retiring.  We will be looking for a Parish 

Secretary/Administrative Assistant.  Must be a Practicing Catholic as this position is the first 

point of contact for our Parish.  Spread the word. 



ST. MICHAEL PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING  

PASTORAL CENTER - MAY 10, 2021 

 

7 

 

The Diocese Finance office will be taking over the school accounting.  Their vision is to do this 

for all parishes with schools.  School is not closing. 

 

VBS (Vacation Bible School) is having a big tent their project.  Before taking it down, Father 

would like to have a Parish Council & Finance Council Cookout at St. Francis on June 27th.  The 

Finance Council is meeting next week and he will run this by them and let us know. 

 

Sue asked if we had a maintenance committee.  Maintenance comes under Finance.  Fr. is having 

Jim Hebert audit all the buildings we have, 19 of them, to see what is needed.  We were 

supposed to have a Capital Campaign to cover the cost of everything that will be needed.  Due to 

the pandemic this was postponed, maybe next Summer? 

 

Someone asked if we had an archive room? Yes we do. 

 

 Date of next Pastoral Council Meeting  - Email will be sent for the July Meeting. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER –   Sue Olmstead    

 

Opening prayer for next meeting will be Fr. John Skehan and closing prayer will be     

Diane Steward, if present. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Beatrice Dostie 

Recording Secretary 


